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MARKING POLICY

MORICE TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Purpose of this policy

This policy is intended to ensure consistency across the school in terms of marking practice. It also ensures most marking is for the benefit of the learners and to help them to improve. 

Marking should enhance learning by:

· Identifying successes.

· Drawing children’s attention to what they need to do to improve.

· Providing feedback on what they have done so far.

Agreed Procedures

· WALTs or ‘I cans’ are shared with the children and are central to the marking process.

· A variety of approaches are taken to marking work including children marking their own work (self assessment), one another’s work (peer assessment) and 1:1 or group discussions.

· Time is given to pupils to read comments and make responses to questions or comments including corrections.

· Comments should focus upon key issues and be linked to the lesson objectives and specific targets pupils may have.

· Teachers should try to make comments formative and suggest what can be done to further improve their work (moving on comments), although there is a place for celebrating specific successes (eg. Well done for…)

· Marking criteria should be uniform across the school and the children should be aware of these.

· When pupils are self or peer assessing work, they should be encouraged to use the school’s marking criteria.

· Next step or moving on comments should include questions, reminders, examples (to clarify a point).

· The marking scheme should be clearly displayed in all classrooms.

· All comments recognising positive aspects will be in green (green (’great’) and all moving on comments/areas for improvement will be in pink/red (pink (’think’).

· Spelling errors should be identified, either by underlining (in pink) the incorrect grapheme or by writing the correct spelling above the word. If a common word is misspelled or any other word the pupil should be able to correctly spell, this should just be underlined for the pupil to self-correct. A maximum of 5 spellings per sample of writing should be corrected.

Monitoring this policy
It is important that there is evidence of this policy being implemented in all classes and by all teaching and support staff. By asking the following questions the school is able to regularly monitor the effectiveness of this policy:

· Do book scrutinies suggest that staff are applying the marking policy and scheme?

· How clear are the children about the symbols being used and their purpose?

· Have children taken on board corrections and attempted to rectify mistakes?

· Is there evidence that children are given adequate time to respond to marking comments?

· Has marking led to adequate progress in children’s work?

Agreed by staff/Governors: January 2016                          Next review due: September 2018
It is important that the curriculum and assessment policies are read alongside this policy
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sp  becase
spelling mistake

I  Ʌ  five.  

word missing 
punctuation missing
   ?
does not make sense

· a good bit (well done!)
finger space needed

  //
new paragraph needed




incorrect answer
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   independent work
· fab work

Pink for THINK

Green for GREAT
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Our School Marking Code
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