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ASSESSMENT POLICY

MORICE TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Assessment is an integral part of the planning and teaching process.  Day-to-day assessment (formative) provides information that is used to ensure that learning is planned to meet the needs of individuals and is the basis of effective teaching. It is a way of measuring children’s knowledge and depth of understanding against learning objectives. It identifies the next steps for a learner.

Summative assessment provides information about the retention of information or a child’s ability to apply their skills or knowledge after a period of time. At Morice Town, summative assessment is often used to ‘test’ understanding a regular periods throughout the year.

National assessments are statutory national tests which are used by Government to measure school performance and at present, these are tests for Year 2 and Year 6 pupils during the Summer Terms.

All assessment types provide pupils, parents, teachers and senior leaders with information that helps shape how we promote learning within school and target support to ensure all pupils achieve well.

Aims

The aims of assessment are-

· To enhance pupils learning by giving them positive feedback on their progress

· To help them to identify and reach learning goals

· To celebrating their successes
· To enable the teacher to monitor and enable progress


· To gain feedback about the effectiveness of their teaching

· To provide information for future planning

· To inform parents of the child’s progress


· To promote the all round development of the child.

To provide information for

· teachers

· pupils

· parents

· governors

· outside agencies.

Strategies for Assessment.

A range of appropriate strategies will be used to collect evidence for assessment.  These will include:
· Traffic lighting (or equivalent) by pupils (assessment for learning)
· Discussions with the pupil
· Observations of the pupil in the learning situation
· Pupils’ own self assessment of the task
· Written or photographic evidence of the outcome
· Summative assessments
· Task/test results

In September individual targets are set for every child in Maths, Reading and Writing (including spelling, grammar and punctuation) based on their previous formative/summative assessments. Each term every child is assessed against a skills list (currently taken from Rising Stars) identifying areas that understanding is secure and those that are not, including the depth with which skills can be applied. This provides information to assist in monitoring the progress each learner is making. This information is shared with parents at parent consultations and in the end-of-year report. 
Recording of Assessment

Day-to-day assessments are recorded on the teacher’s plans and in the children’s books. Ongoing assessments are recorded on the school’s tracking system. The class teacher may keep individual records of reading, spelling and mental arithmetic test results.  Teacher assessments for reading, writing and maths are added to the school tracking system approximately every 6 weeks. Science attainment is recorded on the tracking system in December, March and June. 

Each teacher will mark pupil’s work in line with the school’s marking policy and the children’s books will provide evidence of assessment and how a pupil is progressing. Children and teachers regularly update target sheets that help children and parents know the next steps in learning. Evidence of work covered is shown in the planning files and the pupils’ books.  Evidence of the standards achieved are shown in the children’s books, files and on display.
Achievement and progress.

Books and folders provide evidence of progress each child is making. Assessed work will also be completed in these books. Additional assessments may be completed separately.
Reporting to Parents.

We aim to maintain regular contact with parents throughout the year and there are regular opportunities for parents to gain feedback on their child’s progress.  Parent meeting/consultations will be timetabled in the Autumn (Term 2) and Spring Terms (Term 4) to provide parents opportunities to discuss the content of books with their child and to share their progress and next steps in learning. Parents will also be provided with an annual report, providing a summary of attainment, progress and areas for development.
End of Key Stage test (formally called SATs for Year 2 and Year 6 pupils) results or any other standardized test results will be reported to parents as soon as available and in accordance with the legal requirements. 

The school has an open door policy and teachers are happy to discuss a pupil with his/her parents at a mutually convenient time.  
We send written reports to parents in accordance with the legal requirements during the second half of the summer term each year (Term 6).  These reports contain specific assessment information related to key objectives in each core subject, an overview of attainment and progress in Foundation subjects. Learning attributes are also commented upon. A self assessment page is included which is written by the child and relates how they feel their year has gone, 

Involving Pupils.

It is recognised that children’s learning is enhanced by self-assessment of their work.  To this end teachers ensure that:
· pupils have clear, differentiated learning objectives in the form of ‘I cans’
· pupils are encouraged to discuss their work and their progress with the teacher, peer group, study buddy and parents

· pupils regularly assess their own work and carry out self-assessment
· pupils set realistic targets for their own achievement as part of Termly Learning Conferences.
Marking Policy.

The aim of marking is to inform the pupil of the accuracy and appropriateness of their work and also to motivate the pupil in future work in a consistent way.  It should provide a goal to work towards and be valued by the pupil. Marking pupils work is an important part of the feedback which is given to individual pupils about their progress, therefore, work should be marked as soon as possible after completion, preferably with the pupil.
While inaccuracies in the work need to be identified, the aim should be to be as positive as possible and celebrate success. The child should be aware of the focus of the marking for a particular piece of work.  Marking ladders or frameworks are used to enable the pupil to see how well they have met the criteria for the task, as well as identify targets for improvement.
From Year 1, pupils are made aware of the marking criteria and can assess their own work from the marking frameworks. Analysis of SATs papers or other standardised tests also gives teachers key assessment information to inform future planning and set whole school, group and individual targets for learning.
Special Educational Needs.

One purpose of assessment is the early identification of pupils’ special needs.  Where there is a cause for concern about the progress made by a pupil the teacher informs the senco that the pupil’s work will be monitored.  The class teacher draws up a review sheet for the pupil.  If the concern continues the class teacher, in consultation with the senco, talks with the parent and, if appropriate, the child.  Targets and review dates are set.  Records will be kept in accordance with the special needs policy.
National Testing Arrangements
The Government set out standardized tests to provide them with data to measure an individual’s performance and assign a National Curriculum scaled score (currently Yr2 and Yr6). This data is also used to measure the school’s performance.
YR 1 Phonics tests – these tests have to be administered in line with Government recommendations, but are marked by the class teacher. They provide information on how an individual is decoding words. They are designed to inform teachers so they can target support or consolidation activities to help the child progress.

Yr2 Reading, SPaG (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Maths tests – the statutory assessment of all Yr2 pupils happens during the Summer term. A range of test materials are available for teachers to use to evidence and support their own against the current interim framework for Year 2. These tests are marked within school, with the results combined with additional teacher assessment information, shared with parents and the Government.
YR 6 End of Key Stage tests – these tests have to be administered in line with Government recommendations and must be administered within a strict time frame. Currently tests provide achievement information in Reading comprehension, maths, spelling, grammar and punctuation (SPaG) and handwriting. These tests are externally marked and results return to school in early July. Additional science tests may also be administered.
Standardised tests for Yr3, 4 & 5 – The school makes effective use of standardized test. These are marked and the results used to verify teacher assessment and to help staff pinpoint areas in a child’s learning that needs targeting. They may also be used to assess the progress an individual is making following support or intervention. Any test results will be shared with parents. 
Agreed by staff/Governors: September 2016                          Next review due: September 2017
It is important that this curriculum policy is read alongside other whole school policies, including the  marking policy and, the Teaching & Learning policy.

