[image: image1.wmf]
EARLY YEARS (FOUNDATION STAGE) POLICY

MORICE TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Purpose of this policy

This policy is intended to ensure our youngest learners receive the highest quality provision and as a result they have the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfill their potential. 

Agreed Practice

Staff at Morice Town will:

· Provide a balanced curriculum, based on the EYFS, across the seven areas of learning, using play as the main vehicle for learning and incorporating the characteristics of effective learning.

· Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. Provide early intervention for those children who require additional support.

· Work in partnership with parents and other childcare providers during the transition from pre-school to school.

· Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by careful observation and assessment.

· Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated and child-initiated, supported by the adult as well as free play.

· Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out.

Foundation Stage Curriculum
We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s needs, interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to enable the children to achieve and exceed the early learning goals by the time they move to Year 1. 

All the seven areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.

Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These areas are the prime areas:

· Communication and Language
· Physical Development
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children are also supported in four more specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:

· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Arts and Design
Children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences through which they play and explore, think creatively and critically and are active. Staff aim to develop and foster positive attitudes towards learning, build confidence, encourage communication and promote physical development.

At this early stage, planning reflects the needs of individual children and is informed by teacher observations. It remains flexible to allow for spontaneity and to capitalise on unplanned or unexpected events. Where possible, plans are linked to the class theme.

Assessment

As part of daily practice all staff working with the children observe and assess children’s development and learning to inform future plans. Staff record observations in a variety of ways. Everyone is encouraged to contribute. Significant observations of children’s achievements are collated in their own personal learning journeys, which are shared with parents. Parents are invited to attend a parents evening twice yearly where progress is discussed. An annual report, which details their child's development against each of the Early Learning Goals, is sent home in Term 6 (Summer Term).

Inclusion
All our children are valued as individuals at St Nicolas, irrespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, background, ability or gender. We plan a curriculum that meets the needs of the individual child and supports them at their own pace so that most of our children achieve and exceed the Early Learning Goals. We strongly believe that early identification of children with additional needs is crucial in enabling us to give the child the support that they need and in doing so, we work closely with parents and outside agencies. 

Parents as Partners
The school strives to create and maintain a strong partnership with parents and carers as we recognise that, together, we can have a more significant impact on a child’s learning. We welcome and actively encourage parents to participate in their child’s education and care, through involvement both at home and in the classroom. We will ensure parents are informed about how their child is developing, what they will be learning and how school is supporting their child to ensure the best outcomes possible.

Monitoring this policy

It is important that there is evidence of this policy being implemented in our Foundation Stage class and by all teaching and support staff. By asking the following questions the school is able to regularly monitor the effectiveness of this policy:

· Do Learning Journeys or evidence on Tapestry reflect a range of experiences and evidence of teacher led and child led learning?

· Do lesson observations show the diverse needs of all children are being met?

· Are social and communication skills being modelled by staff and reflected in the children’s learning or behaviour?

· Are teacher judgements against EYFS Development Stages and Early Learning Goals accurate and used to inform ‘what next?’

· Is there sufficient evidence of ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ progress from September for all children and when not, are children supported effectively to accelerate progress?

Agreed by staff/Governors: Januray 2016
                 
    Next review due: September 2018
It is important that this curriculum policy is read alongside other whole school policies, including Health & Safety, Positive behaviour, Anti-bullying, Equal Opportunities and SEN policies all of which can be found on the school website
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